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The year 1913 opened with a bold experiment in
Cardiff. Mr. Retford, a brother of the Censor who had
refused to license CSdipus, objected to the performance
of this play in his theatre. We were advised that Cardiff
wished to see it; so after an inspection by John Kurkamp,
who reported the building possible, we took over the
large Park Hall in that city for a production of the
tragedy. In this Hall was installed a very fine organ
which we used in place of our usual orchestral instru-
ments and which gave great dignity to the accompani-
ment of the choric odes. The structure of QEdipus*
Palace, erected on the platform upon which the choristers
usually stand, screened this organ from the view of the
audience. Existing openings below the platform gave
most convenient entrances to the chorus, wiio had the
advantage of a level floor for their movements. Per-
formances of the tragedy were given afterwards in
Sheffield, Leicester, Dundee and Bradford. Then, on
March 4th, we brought out our production of The
Taming of the Shrew \ but this deserves a chapter to
itself.